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BACKGROUND 
 
The Regional Plan of Action (RPOA) of the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries and 
Food Security (CTI-CFF) recognizes the importance of local governments and communities in 
coastal and marine management and protection. For this reason, there has been, from the outset, 
an ongoing effort to engage local governments in the CTI-CFF process.   
 
In 2009, a group of local government executives, from the six CTI-CFF countries, participated in a 
regional exchange (REX) held in conjunction with the 2nd Conference of Coastal Municipalities in 
the Philippines (2CCM). The CTI-CFF includes Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea (PNG), the 
Philippines, Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste, often referred to as CT6. During the meeting, 
representative from Indonesia’s CTI National Coordination Committee (NCC) and the Mayor of 
Wakatobi, Southeast Sulawesi, Indonesia, proposed to host a roundtable for the local government 
leaders of the CTI member-countries in order to begin discussions on local governments role to 
contribute to the goals of CTI. 
 
There are 3 (three) major regional local government forums that noted as the embryo of the 
formation of CTI CFF Local Government Network. Those forums are: 
 

1. Mayors Roundtable forum in Wakatobi on May 16-19, 2011, that was attended by 51 
participants, including 30 delegates representing 13 sub-national governments or “local 
governments” (states, provinces, regencies, districts, cities, municipalities and their 
equivalent), four associations of local governments, and the NCCs of the CT6. This meeting 
resulted a Joint Communiqué declaring the vision of CTI CFF LGN. 
 
2. The CTI Local Government Network (LGN) Forum and Executive Course in Manila, 
Philippines held on December 3-6, 2012 that was attended by 51 participants, including 25 
local chief executives (LCEs) from Indonesia, PNG, the Philippines and Solomon Islands and 
representatives from CTI-CFF development partners. It resulted in the adoption of The 
Manila Declaration that contains the parties’ specific commitments on integrated coastal 
management (ICM), alliance building and the CTI RPOA. 
 
3. The 3rd Local Government Network meeting was held in Alotau, Milne Bay, Papua New 
Guinea, On March 25-27, 2015 which was attended by executive local governments from 
Indonesia, the Philippines, the Solomon Islands, and the Papua New Guinea representatives 
from the Regional Secretariat, Indonesia NCC secretariat and CTI CFF development 
partners.  It resulted in the Alotau Resolution which provides for  the elected  interim 
officers which include Mayor Hugua of Wakatobi, Southeast Sulawesi . Indonesia as Chair and 
Mayor Gita Elliot of Allotau, Milne Bay Province, PNG and Mayor Nilo Villanueva of Mabini , 
Batangas, Phillippines as Co-Chairs; the membership; and the engagement of women in CTI-
CFF decision-making processes and programs and empowerment of women in their 
communities to lead and implement coastal and marine programs. 



 
The role of local governments in the CTI-CFF was discussed during the Senior Officials Meetings in 
2011 and 2012, which resulted in recognition by the CTI-CFF on the essential function that local 
governments play particularly in the implementation of the CTI-CFF Regional Plan of Action 
(RPOA) and the respective countries’ related National Plans of Action (NPOAs). This recognition 
was reaffirmed during the 2nd Regional Priorities Workshop (RPW2) in August 2013, where the 
CTI LGN was identified as a cross-cutting mechanism for supporting the Regional Priority Actions. 
 
Subsequently, SOM9 endorsed the next LGN Forum, which PNG offered to host in September 
2014. SOM9 acknowledged the aspiration and initiatives undertaken by CTI-LGN and its members 
to work with each other and the CTI-CFF bodies. They noted that some members of CTI-LGN 
had, on their own,  initiated inter-local government activities that are mutually reinforcing the CTI-
CFF and the local governments’ objectives on improving coral reefs, fisheries and food security 
goals of the NPOAs and RPOA.  
 
At the 10th CTI-CFF Senior Officials Meeting in Dili, Timor-Leste, the CTI-CFF acknowledged 
progress made by LGN and reconfirmed the League of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP) as 
the Regional Secretariat of LGN. It endorsed the LGN Forum theme and agenda planned to be 
conducted in Alotau in the Milne Bay Province, Papua New Guinea in March 2015 with dates to be 
confirmed by the end of December 2014. The CTI-CFF also agreed to engage/invite LGN in 
appropriate CTI-CFF activities and platforms i.e. SOMs, Regional Prioritization Workshops, 
thematic capacity building activities and the like. It tasked the Regional Secretariat to assist LGN in 
organizing its CTI related regional events and tasked the NCCs to continue to engage local 
governments and local government associations as partners in implementing respective NPOAs 
and other CTI-related plans and programs.  
 
At the 3rd Local Government Network forum members agreed to a roadmap of activities to guide 
the next steps forward and to their next meeting at the side event of 1st Executive Committee 
Meeting of the Maritime Local Government Network at the Coral Triangle Regional Business 
Forum on Sustainable Marine Tourism in Nusa Dua, Bali. 
 
 
Objectives 
 
The meeting will build on the outcomes and agreements made at the 3rd CTI-CFF Maritime Local 
Government Network meeting in Alotau, Papua New Guinea, held in March 2015, At the meeting 
we hope to achieve the following objectives:  
• Confirm existing/current membership of the CTI-CFF Maritime LGN as stated in the Alotau 
Resolution 
• Outline the plan and strategy for recruitment of members 
• Develop and plan for regional and national LGN Activities for 2015-2016 (including the side-event 
at the UCLG conference in Wakatobi in October 2015) 
• Strengthen the linkage of LGN members with other CTI-CFF bodies such as the CTI-CFF 
Regional Secretariat, CTI-CFF Partner Organizations, and the private sector, through various 
meeting opportunities during the CTI-CFF Regional Business Forum 
 



Activity Description  
 
On August 27, 2015, the First Executive Committee meeting Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral 
Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security Local Government Network (CTI-CFF LGN) were held in Bali 
Nusa Dua Convention Center, Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia. The meeting were attended by more 
than 50 local government leaders and representative of Indonesia and Coral Triangle Countries, 
including Wakatobi Mayor, Hugua, as the Chair of Local Government Network (LGN), 
representatives from Ministry of Science Technology and Innovation (MOSTI) Malaysia, Regional 
Secretariat of CTI-CFF, Indonesian National Coordinating Committee (NCC), USAID Regional 
Development Mission for Asia (RDMA), US-Department of Interior, WWF Indonesia, TNC 
Indonesia, Coral Triangle Center and some partners’ representatives and observers.  
 
The meeting has resulted several important notes, such as:  

• The instrumental roles of local governments in implementing CTI CFF goals, objectives, 
and programs were emphasized and highly recognized. The importance, benefits and 
opportunities joining LGN Forum were emphasized and consulted 
• Many participating local governments in Indonesia were expressed their interest to 
become the member of CTI-CFF Local Government Network. Further circular will be 
distributed to facilitate and to expand the membership. 
• The drafted CTI CFF LGN statutes document was shared and aimed to be adopted in the 
upcoming CTI CFF LGN General Assembly. 
• Those mentioned inputs will be communicated to the members of CTI-CFF Local 
Government Network by the CTI-CFF Regional Secretariat and be finalized on the General 
Assembly meeting that will be held in Wakatobi on March/April 2016.  
• CTI CFF Regional Secretariat confirmed its support for LGN and its development at both 
regional and national levels. Partners, especially WWF, TNC, CTC, USAID and USDOI, 
committed to continue their support, also expressed the recognition to the CTI CFF LGN’s 
importance and key roles.  
• Priority to have an intensive communication strategy that will allow active interaction 
among members of the Local Government Network through regular meetings and other 
means. 

• Several key inputs collected are:  
a) Need to strengthen the networking capacity by developing activities that will strengthen its 

members in the local scope.  
b) Need to list activities that ensure the involvement of every stakeholders especially 

community in the capacity building  
c) Expectation for CTI CFF Maritime Local Governments to more actively play greater roles 

in the implementation of both RPOA and NPOAs through further practical and strategic 
solutions to achieve the goals of CTI-CFF. 

d) Participation and support from non Local Government institutions are welcome and will be 
accomodated through Associate Members status.  

e) Those mentioned inputs will be communicated to the members of CTI-CFF Local 
Government Network by the CTI-CFF Regional Secretariat and be finalized on the General 
Assembly meeting that will be held in Wakatobi on March/April 2016 

f) The meeting results will be reported to the upcoming 11th CTI CFF Senior Officials Meeting 
in Manado on November 2015. 



 
Lead and Host Organizers: 
• Regional Secretariat of CTI-CFF 
• CTI-CFF National Coordinating Committee Indonesia (Indonesia NCC CTI-CFF) 
• USAID  
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• WWF 
• Coral Triangle Center. 
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